INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
he became homesick and returned to Pittsburgh. Alex-
ander R. Peacock, the former dry goods clerk, became
a spectacular figure in Pittsburgh. He hunted up old
friends and paid their debts. He hired a "Peacock Spec-
ial" and broke the railroad record across the continent.
He built a great mansion, decorated with oriental lav-
ishness, on Highland Avenue, Pittsburgh.
Thomas Morrison, former workman and Carnegie
cousin, built a red sandstone palace, but otherwise took
his good fortune quietly. Tom Carnegie's widow, who
drew $6,198,500 out of the grab-bag, added an estate
at Raquette Lake, in the Adirondacks, to her holdings
in Pittsburgh and in Florida. Frick put $13,000,000 of
his $61,000,000 winnings into Pittsburgh real estate.
Phipps put millions into model tenements in New York.
Old timers in Pittsburgh recall the unique and freak-
ish extravagances of many young Carnegie partners.
One had his wife's portrait painted by every obtainable
foreign and American artist. Another gave all his friends
automobiles. A third spent a fortune in making "the
finest mushroom cellar in America." A fourth scared
up a coat of arms to place upon the bands of his dollar
cigars. A fifth installed eight bath-rooms in his house
so that he could beat his neighbor who had only five.
He would entertain his guests with an inventory of his
possessions. "See that painting! Cost me $22,000 but I
could get $28,000 for it. "What do you think of my
wife's necklace? Set me back $250,000! Dealer wanted
$300 for that chair you're sitting on but I beat him
down to $250!" A sixth had alternating moods of ex-
travagance and penuriousness. He gave the city a hun-
dred thousand dollar conservatory, then balked at pay-
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